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des décisions du Chancelier, par exemple celle qui détermina la violation 


du pacte de Locarno et l'occupation militeire de la Rhénanie, ne furent 
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Translation. Paris,June 19% 1946 
92 rue du Ranelagh,16° 


Von Neurath,former Foreign Minister of the third Reich,has a 
asked for my witnessing at the International Tribunal of 
Nurnberg,where he appears as defendant. 


In my capacity of French Ambassador at Berlin I had in fact 
permanent contact with Herrn von Neurath from 1932 -= 1938. 


He dad excellent manners, He was not only irreproachably 
urbane and courteous,he was as well incontestably pacifist 

by character and by conviction. He did not envenom incidents, 
on the contrary he sought for conciliatory and apeasing 
solutions. He made efforts to faciliate the task of Foreign 
diplomats in the German capital. They,like myself,were grate- 
ful to him, 


I do not doubt that he often turned Hitler's mind to the dangers 
he was exposing Germany to by the excesses of his régime,and 
that he made him listen to the voice of prudence and moderation, 
In spite of the pains he took at the same time to Keep up his 
credät,he was considered among the national-socialist party 

to be timid,hesitating,luke-warm,one of those diplomats of the 


Old school,not much able to serve the ambitions of the new Reich, 


I even believe that certain decisions of Hitler's became known 
to him but in the last moment,for example the one determining 
violation of the Locarne pact and military occupation of the 
Rhine-land, 


In the beginning of 1938,at the occasion of his 60°2 birthday, 
the Berlin diplomatic corps wanted to express his esteem and 
offered a collective present, 


Almost immediately afterwards he had to give up his portefeuille 
of Foreign Minister and to hand it over to Joachim vo: Ribben- 
trop. He was named President of a Secret Cabinet Counsel ‚which 
in fact did not have any real existence. Evidently he was in 
disgrace, 


This was interpreted at the tine as an alarming symptom by the 
whole of my colleagues and in every aspect by myself,as asig 

a sign for Chancellor Hitler going to indulge intm' a policy 
for which he needed a minister more tractable and who would 
inspire the party with more confidence, 


I do not know how M.von Neurath became lateron Protector of 
Bohemia and how he comported himself in this office, 
This present declaration contains what I owe to verity to say 


before the International Tribunal at 


M, von Neurath. Nuernberg concerning 
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